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that, “ê A// Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, ” that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.” (2 Timothy 3:15-16 NKJV). Paul tells us that we study the events that 
happened in Israel, so we won't fall into sin as they did. “ Now these things became our 
examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.’(7 
Corinthians 106 NK/V). 


WE'VE LOOKED OVER AND OVER AT ISRAEL'S PROPENSITY TO SIN. IN THIS CHAPTER | 
WANT TO FOCUS ON GOD'S IMMEASURABLE FORGIVENESS AND MERCY. IN this 
chapter we read of 3 accounts of Israel's sin and restoration. The three judges sent are: 
Othniel “strength of God” , Ehud “I Shall Praise” , and Shamgar. “Messenger” 


Time and again in the Book of Judges God hears the cry of His people, and He once 
again delivers them. This speaks to us as believers. It speaks of the immeasurable grace 
of God in our own lives. 


NUMBER 1 


3 Now these are the nations which the Lord left, that He might test Israel by them, that 
is, all who had not known any of the wars in Canaan? (this was only so that the 
generations of the children of Israel might be taught to know war, at least those who 
had not formerly known it), ? namely, five lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the 
Sidonians, and the Hivites who dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to 
the entrance of Hamath. 4 And they were left, that He might test Israel by them, to know 
whether they would obey the commandments of the LoRD, which He had commanded 
their fathers by the hand of Moses.? Thus the children of Israel dwelt among the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. ê And 


they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to their sons; and 
they served their god's. (Judges 3:1-6 NKJV) 


Remember that Goliath was a giant that lived in Gath. They began to marry into their 
pagan neighbors and they began to serve their gods. THEY GOT INTIMATE WITH THE 
WORLD 


Judge Number One - Othniel “God's 
1. COMMUNION with Strength” or “God's Lion” 


2. COMFORT 


7-8 TELLS ALL THE WRONG THEY DID 
3. COMPROMISE 
3 When the children of Israel cried out to the 
EARRA &ĉommrreo LORD, the LoRD raised up a deliverer for the 
5. CONVICTION by children of Israel, who delivered them: Othniel 
Sa Say Seat the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. The 
Spirit of the LoRD came upon him, and he judged 
Israel. He went out to war, and the LorD delivered Cushan-Rishathaim king of 
Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed over Cushan-Rishathaim. ™ So the 
land had rest for forty years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 


| want to focus exactly on what God sent to Israel. 


We're really not told much about Othniel. We think his name means “God's strength” 
but we're really not even sure about that. | think what I see most in this passage is the 
faithfulness of God in hearing the cry of His people, and each time he would raise up a 
“deliverer” who lead them out of bondage. | read this passage in the Hebrew, and this 
judge is described as a v'WiN (a “messiah” meaning helper, a rescuer, a deliverer and a 
savior). We have our own Messiah, but with a capital "M”. He is also our “Savior” but 
with a capital "S". We sometimes forget that the Hebrew concept of “salvation” is one 
of “deliverance” and that is EXACTLY what Jesus has done for every believer. Paul 

begins the Book of Galatians saying, “ Grace to you and peace from God the Father and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this 


present evil age according to the will of our God and Father, ê to whom be glory forever 
and ever. Amen.” (Galatians 1:3-4) 


The other thing the text tells us is that this “savior” Othniel brought tisgot which is 
tranquility, peace, quiet, and rest to the Nation of Israel. Jesus is the Lion of Judah, our Royal 
Messiah, Who not only delivers us, but brings us peace and rest. So in this cycle of sin, we also 
find a cycle of forgiveness and that is what | want to talk about this week. God’s capacity to 
forgive us demonstrates His grace. 


The story that follows about Ehud is a Sunday School classic, but you won’t hear about Ehud 
stabbing the fat king in the gut until Sunday. And I probably shouldn’t give anyone nightmares 


tonight, but the account tells us that he stabbed the king deep in his guts and left the dagger 
hidden there. 


The last judge mentioned in Chapter 3 is Shamgar which we think means “messenger”. He also 
comes as a messanger of God’s grace. 


So let’s talk for a minute about the cycle of sin that we go through. 


In Romans chapter 4 we are told that Abraham, David, and we ourselves have the 
righteousness of Christ /MPUTED to us when we believe in Jesus and when we believe in 
His death on the cross being for each of us. [ANY CREDIT FOR GIVING HIS LIFE ON THE 
CROSS IS PUT OVER ON OUR BALANCE SHEET]. The debt you owed was paid for and 
the payment was put as a credit to you. The penalty of our sins was paid for on the 
cross. 


AoviZopnat,v \{log-id'-zom-ahee} 

1) to reckon, count, compute, calculate, count over 1a) to take into account, to make an 
account of 1a1) metaph. to pass to one's account, to impute 1a2) a thing is reckoned 
as or to be something, i.e. as availing for or equivalent to something, as having the like 
force and weight 


QUOTE “Our problem is that we think our sins are as vast as the ocean. In truth, God's 
grace is the ocean, and our sins, even our worst ones, are mere grains of sand in 
comparison.” 


God showed His grace each time He sent a Judge to rescue Israel from oppression. 
God has never given up on Israel, and God will never give up on YOU ! 


In quite a few places in the New Testament, we are told that even as a believer, a war 
rages within us (Romans 6:13-21). Some describe this as the “flesh”. Scripture tells us 
that the Christian has two competing capacities within him—the old capacity to sin and 
the new capacity to resist sinning. The unbeliever has no such competition within; he 
does not have the capacity for godliness because he has only the sin nature.' 


In the Book of 1 John, the disciple John addresses that when we engage in sin (yes, 
because even as believers we have a capacity to sin) we disrupt the fellowship that we 
have with one another and with God. We are given a mechanism to come to God and 
admit our wrongdoing, and “clear the air” so to speak. Think of it this way. God doesn't 


pay for our sins over and over, but He forgives us over and over and again and again. 


1 https://www.gotquestions.org/two-natures.html 


(Hebrews says He died once and for all). When we come to Him admitting what we've 
done, He answers us with, “Yes, that was taken care of at the cross, and yes you are 
forgiven. As a believer, we are no longer under the penalty of death, but we can disrupt 
the sweet fellowship we have with Him. When that happens, John tells us that if we 
merely “agree with God” and “admit” that what we've done is wrong, He in essence 
takes us back into His arms as a loving father desirous to have sweet fellowship with us. 
He never moves away from us. We move away from Him, and He gives us a way to once 
again “draw near to God”. James, the little brother of Jesus explains it this way, “Draw 
near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. (James 4:8 NKJV) 


This should be no more difficult for me than me asking my wife forgiveness when I've 
done something to disrupt the sweet fellowship we enjoy together. In spite of my 
wrongdoing, she never stopped being my wife, but I've done something that has 
disrupted my intimacy with her. My wife's forgiveness may end at some point of 
exasperation, but God's capacity to forgive me is without measure. And that my friends 
is grace. That is what we see over and over again in the Book of Judges. 


Let us pray. 


